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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN HON. HENRY 
LAURENS AND HIS SON, JOHN, 1 777-1 780. 

[John Laurens left England at the beginning of the year 
1777, and reached Charles Town, April 15, 1777. 1 Soon 
thereafter he joined Gen. Washington's army in the North 
and was taken into the Commander-in-Chief's official fam- 
ily as an aide. His father was then in attendance upon the 
Continental Congress, of which he was one of the five dele- 
gates from South Carolina, and the correspondence which 
had been carried on between father and son from 1772, when 
the son went to England to complete his education, to the 



1 "On Tuesday Mr. John Laurens, our Vice-Presidents eldest Son, and 
Mr. John White, of Philadelphia, arrived here from Europe, by Way 
of the French West-Indies. These Gentlemen left London in the be- 
ginning of January, when the Press for Seamen was still continued. 
The British Ministry were much elated by the Advices just received 
from the Howes, mentioning the surrender of Forltl Washington, &c. 
No Provision had been made before the Adjournment of Parliament 
at Christmas for any Augmentation of the Army; the Advices then 
received occasioned most of the Ministry being of Opinion, that any 
considerable further Reinforcements would be unnecessary. It was 
generally talked in London, that the Minority would make a Secession 
from both Houses of Parliament upon any American Question. Mr. 
Laurens saw Dr. Franklin in Paris in January. Every Mark of Re- 
spect and Politeness had been shewn to our venerable Ambassadour by 
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end of 1776, 2 was now resumed. A part of John Laurens's 
letters to his father have been published in The Army Cor- 
respondence of Colonel John Laurens (New York, 1867), 
edited by Wm. Gilmore Simms. Such of his letters to his 
father 5 as are not in that collection and are in the Laurens 
Collection of the South Carolina Historical Society and 
such of the original letters of the elder Laurens as are in 
the Society's Laurens Collection follow'.] 

York Town 8 th . October 1777. 
My Dear Son. 

While I was waiting in humble submission to the 
Will of the Almighty disposer of all events, having heard 
of death & Wounds fated to our late friend White & other 
Officers in the battle of German Town, inclined rather to 
indulge a suspicion that with respect to you an ill judged 
tenderness had tonguetied all my friends, your Letter of 
the 5 th . came in — the well known inscription instantly dis- 
sipated every gloomy Idea, but a sudden revulsion of joy 
which as instantly followed cost [break] Tear & brought 
such a fit of trembling upon my whole [break of 
several words length] probably I should [another break 
of several words length] 



People of the first Rank and Character. The Literati were particularly 
assiduous in their Attention to the American Philosopher. Mr. Arthur 
Lee had arrived in Paris from London. 

Mr. Laurens and Mr. White left France in February, when the military 
Preparations were still carrying on. Off Cape Ortugal, the French 
Ship they were on board of was stopped and had her Papers examined 
by the English Frigate Thetis, of 32 Guns ; they were informed that the 
Arethusa Frigate, of 32 Guns, cruised off Cape Finisterre." — The 
South-Carolina and American General Gazette. Thursday. April 17, 
1/77- 

: See volumes III., IV. and V. of this magazine. 

' A portion of his correspondence with other persons during his ser- 
vice in the army has been published 111 volumes II. and III. of this 
magazine. 



LAUREN'S CORRESPOXDEXCE. 

I congratulate with my Country upon the good conduct & 
safety of another Citizen who has dared to risque his Life 
in her Cause — I congratulate with you, my Dear Son. with 
my Daughter with all our friends upon your happy escape — 
My own duty commands my presence upon this spot, if I 
were free. I would at all hazard lame & incapable as I am 
of alert travelling fly to assist as your Xurse until you 
should be able to take the field again 4 at this distance I can 
only help you with prayers & good wishes & thank you for 
the honour you have done me. 

No Man can doubt of your bravery, your own good sense 
will point out the distinction between [break] Courage & 
temerity nor need I tell you that it [break] much your duty 
to preserve your own health & strength as it is to destroy an 
Enemy. 

Other Accounts do not import our loss to have, been, as you 
intimated, very considerable — & make that of the Enemy 
about or upwards of 2000, & among these of killed & 
wounded many Officers of distinguished rank — let me 
know when you are able, the truth as fully & explicitly as 
you can, adding such remarkable circumstances of the bat- 
tle as you were witness to — what you learn also of the En- 
emy's Army their remaining numbers & disposition — & what 
has happened on the River, Forts & Shipping — & You will 
further oblige Your faithful friend & affectionate Father 

Henry Laurens, 
My Compliments & Congratulations 
to your General & in particular 
manner to Colonel Pinckney. — N 5 

Colonel John Laurens. 

Endorsed: H L — to J. L — 

York town 8 th . October 1777. 



Col. Laurens had received a bullet wound in the shoulder while gal- 
lantly heading, sword in hand, a charge on the Chc-v house in Ger- 
mantown. 

Colonel Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, of the 1st. Regiment, South 
Carolina Line, Continental Establishment, who was then serving on 
Gen. Washington's staff as an aide. 
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Addressed: Colonel John Laurens 

at General Washington's 
Head Quarters — 



York Town 16 October 1777 
My Dear Son. 

Your favours first by Express & 
next by Col°. Pinckney are both come to hand & are now 
both on their Journey to Charles Town where they will be 
very acceptable as they have been here to several, & 
'joth merit my particular thanks. 

Yesterday a Letter of yours of the 26 th . Septr came to hand, 
I fancy one of mine about the 8 th . or 9 th Ins 1 , is also lagging 
1/ the way. 

The inclosed from Major Butler relative to two Horses 
which he hopes are in Col°. Moylan's hands & if found to be 
sent to mine, if you learn anything of them be so polite as to 
inform me. 

Poor Berry! I am sorry for him, James is [break] spent 
today endeavouring to get Fish, when he returns I will 
enquire & if the Truss is in our possession send it or other- 
wise get another when you let me know the side of the weak 
part. 

I am writing in Congress & in the midst of much talk (not 
regular Congress) buz! says one "I would if I had been 
Comm 1 '. of that Army with such powers have procured 
all the necessaries which are said to be wanted without such 
whining Complaints." 

"I would says 2 d . have prevented the amazing desertions 
which have happened it only wants proper attention at foun- 
tain head" — 3 d . It is very easy too to prevent intercourse 
between the Army & the Enemy & as easy to gain Intelli- 
gence but we never mind who comes in & who goes out of 
our Camp." "In short 4 th . our Armv is under no regulation 
nor discipline" &c &c &c 
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You know I abhor tell tales but these sounds hurt me ex- 
ceedingly, I know the effects of loose Tongues, I know the 
cruelty of tongues speaking the fulness of designing hearts 
— nevertheless I am afraid there may be some ground for 
some of these remarks, a good Heart may be too diffident, 
too apprehensive of doing right righteous proper Acts, lest 
such should be interpreted arbitrary — but good God, shall 
we [break] five Hundred & destroy five Millions — 
The subject is too delicate to dwell upon I wish I was well 
acquainted with the Man whom I think, all in all, the first 
of the Age, & that he would follow my advice he accepts 
the opinion of some who have no superior claim all vanity 
apart — the Crowd is too great on each hand all that I have 
said is between us — I will only add that your continued 
& particular advices consistent with that honour by which 
you are more strongly bound than you are by even Duty 
to a Father will oblige me and many distant Friends 
Adieu my Dear Son 

Henry Laurens, 
Colonel John Laurens. 

Endorsed: H. L. to J. L— > 

York Town 16 th Octo 1777. 

[3] 

Addressed: The honble Henry Laurens Esq'. 

fav d by York 

Colonel Morgan 



Head Quarters 6 th . November 1777. 
I had the pleasure of writing to you last night by Baron 
Frey; to whom I gave the same answer upon his applica- 
tion for employment, that I have already given to several 
Strangers by order of His Excellency — that there are no 
vacancies of that kind which alone, foreigners of experi- 
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ence aim at in our service — that setting new coiners over the 
heads of those who had born the heat and burthen of the 
day would be exceedingly unpopular and occasion great dis- 
contents in the Army &c — all this was express'd with that 
politeness which gives a man to understand that his wishes 
would be granted if circumstances would permit, and makes 
the Refusal of his offer'd services fall as light as possible — 
The Baron in reply hinted that his views were not so high 
as those of many Frenchmen who had seen less of military 
Duty, and that he would be glad to serve as Volunteer if the 
dearness of living were not too great for his Finances — he 
said he had been ten Years in the service of the Emperor — 
and two years and a half in that of France, during the War 
in Poland — his Rank was that of first Lieutenant — The 
General after answering as above told him that if he was in- 
clined to apply in person to Congress he would return him 
the Letter which he had brought from Doctor Franklin, 
and that he might make what use of it he thought proper 
— from the appearance of the Baron I think he would be of 
service as a Captain if he could speak American, we want 
good officers of that rank more than any Army that ever 
existed — a few men of experience and proper milita.ry pride 
in that grade might by their example produce great Re- 
formation — the misfortune with us is that our Officers of 
Platoons besides their want of knowledge are many of them 
too despicable to admit of any acquaintance between them 
and their superior Officers — 

This morning we have heard a few Guns below, which are 
signs of Life, and lead us to hope that our Forts are Still 
in the proper hands— the continued Rain will increase the 
inconvenience of the Enemys situation on Province Island — 
If James can purchase a broad Green Ribband to serve as 
the Ensign of my Office, and will keep an account of what 
he lays out for me in this, way I shall be obliged to him— 
my old sash rather disfigur'd by the heavy Rain which half 
drown'd us on our march to the Yellow Springs, (and 
which by the bye spoilt me a waistcoat and breeches of 
white Cloth and my uniform Coat, clouding them with 
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the dye wash'd out of my hat) served me as a sling in our 
retreat from German Town, and was render'd unfit for 
farther service — This will be delivered to you by Colonel 
Morgan with whom I renew'd my acquaintance yesterday, 
he informs me that he sets out this morning for York, and 
as I am happy to embrace every opportunity of present- 
ing my Love — I began a Letter with any subject that of- 
fer'd itself that I might have the pleasure at the end of re- 
peating that I am ever your most affectionate 

John Laurens 
I am just informed that yesterday morning at eleven 
OClock one thousand British Grenadiers and an equal num- 
ber of Light Infantry — besides a thousand Hessians 
march'd from Philadelphia with an intention to attack Fort 
Mifflin — there was a firing heard last night which makes 
it probable that the Attack took place — it requires the ut- 
most exertion of Philosophy to wait the Event with calm- 
ness of mind— 

Endorsed: Jn°. Laurens 
6 Nov 1777 
Rec d 10 th — 

[4-] 

York Town 23 Novem 1777,- 
My Dear Son — N 

Waiting for the Clerks of Secretary's has 
detained an Express which would otherwise have been dis- 
patched last Night — the blameful delay, afforded me how- 
ever, a prospect of leisure for writing a little deliberately 
to you— this was soon closed by a General Fermoy who en- 
grossed two hours of the Evening in order to present me 
with business which properly conducted could not have oc- 
cupied those minutes — the remainder was stole from me I 
declare to you very honestly by a parcel of clever Scots in 
this House who would not allow me at so late an hour to go 
to the writing Table, & forced me to stay & hear their pretty 
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songs — the Jades — this cost me an hour of Candle before 
day Light in order to dispatch a Messenger with a pointed 
enquiry whether the Convention of Saratoga has been kept 
perfectly whole on the part of L'- Gen Burgoyne — an affair 
which I would not have talked of as from me although 'tis 
as common as any other topic. I hope there will be a pair 
of Boots prepared for you some day this Week & if I can 
get no other sort I'll send you woolen Gloves — I intend a 
few Camp Shirts for you from a peice of Linen which 
I brought from Carolina — I must write to that Country 
for a supply of many articles & send a Waggon to bring 
them — I have in sight your last Le,tter of the i8 tb , 6 you 
will one of these days give me as many anecdotes as well 
as the best general Account you can, of the whole River 
proceedings from — to the evacuating Fort Mifflin — 
We are anxious to know the measures pursued by the Enemy 
after that event — with some difficulty to the Marquis's 
friend Mons r S*- Colomba is gratified with Commission to 
be Captain 

Baron Frey will return to Camp & probably offer himself 
as a Volunteer. Congress refuses to employ him or any 
more of the adventurers from France I should think Com- 
missions as high as Captain to such as had seen service & 
good Company & whose English is tolerable might be 
granted — & work some reform in that Line — The Baron 
has emptied his purse & plainly intimates a reliance on 
me to replenish it — these unfortunate folks have hitherto 
been only consumers of my time — there's now an appear- 
ance of consumpt of Money to keep some of them from deep 
distress, what can one do ? — & yet how can one alone do all ? 

Adieu. 
Colonel John Laurens Henry Laurens, 

Endorsed by John Laurens: 23 d Novem 1 J J J. 

Endorsed by Henry Laurens: H. L- to J. L- 

York town 23 d Xov r : 1777- 

It is printed in The Army Correspondence of Colonel John Laurens 
(Simms), pp. 78-80. 
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[5-] 

Addressed: Lieut*. Colonel John Laurens 
at Head Quarters 

Valley forge Camp 
favoured by 
Mons r le Cheval r . Lanuville — 



York Town 14 th . Jan y . 

1778 
My Dear Son 

This will be delivered to you by Mons r le Cheva- 
lier Lanuville a Gentleman who at a very great expence 
is come to offer his service in our Army, you will learn 
from himself in a very few w'ords, his pretensions & expec- 
tations & in further conversation I believe you will find him 
to be a Man of great Military talents — 
He anxiously wishes for a Yes or a No — to his applica- 
tions to Congress, this is his own Language — but as he had 
determined to go to Camp, where the Committee of con- 
ference to whom all power for the present is given, it was 
judged best to defer an answer until their return — if you 
can with propriety — introduce him to some of those Gen- 
tleman — I know you will shew him every civility that cir- 
cumstances will admit of — tell me your thoughts on our de- 
termination to suspend the embarkation of M r - Burgoyne— 
I am not answerable for nor do I claim the merit of, the 
manner in which the thing is ushered into the World, 'tis 
plain & simple not free from exceptions I know — all that 
was done while I sat in the Clair & is mere fringe & Law 
from an infant manufactory — but for the thing itself, the 
propriety the justice & the sound policy I contended in the 
Commee of the whole, — so well was I persuaded of the rec- 
titude of the Act, I declared I would rather lose my whole 
Estate, than hear a majority of dissenting Voices — the 
grand Resolve passed Nem. Con — 
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Tliis great determination will have its effect in Europe, in 
Knglaud more especially, whether good or Evil time will 
inform us — I feel strongly confirmed, that the Act is good 
& therefore entertain no alarming apprehensions. 
I pray God protect you 

Henry Laurens, 
You have seen a Letter 
said to be Your General's 
to his Lady published in 
Humphrys's paper is not it in the 
whole or partly spurious ? — 
The Express will deliver you a packet con- 
taining a Comb & pomatum — 

L\ Colonel John Laurens 

The following memorandum ivas made by John Laurens 
on the inside of the cover of this letter: 
Inclosed you will receive Copies of Letters in favor of Mess" 
de la neuville, from the Marechal Merlet and the Marquiss 
de Boniliet to me, together with a Certificate from Lieu- 
tenant Gen 1 Bn de Wurmser — all the knowledge that I have 
of these officers who are sollicitous of being employed in the 
American Service the eldest on condition of being made 
Brigadier & the other at any rate, is derived from these Let- 
ters, and what I have seen of them during their short stay, 
in Camp — their appearance and manners are such as give 
me a very favorable opinion of them — 
Endorsed by John Laurens: 14 th Jan y , 1778 
Endorsed by Henry Laurens: H. L to J L 

York town 14 th Jan. 1778 

[To be continued in the next number of this magazine.'] 



